n/ LIFE OF DR. FOTHERGILL.
The father of Jolin Fothergill was a member of the estimable society of Quakers, and resided at Carr-End, in Yorkshire, the family estate of a preceding generation; where this excellent man was born in the year 1712. He was one of many children, a circumstance which is generally, and with justice, considered favorable to the developement of talents. His chief literary education was imbibed in the school of Jedburgh, in Yorkshire, a seminary which has acquired both classical and mathematical reputation. About the age of sixteen, he was apprenticed to Mr. Bartlett, an eminent apothecary at Bradford, who had previously been the master of Dr. Hilary. His sagacity and assiduity soon induced his intelligent preceptor to permit him to visit and prescribe for his patients. On the expiration of his term, he repaired to Edinburgh, at a period when the professorial chairs were occupied by Monro, Alston, Rutherford, Sinclair, and Plummer, all students of the Boerhaavian school, and whose merits have been recorded, by Fothergill himself, in an account which he published, in after-life, of Dr. Russell, his contemporary and associate. The eminent Monro discovered the powers of his pupil, and urged him to reside sufficiently long to obtain the doctorate? for till then he had only intended to qualify himself for the profession of an apothecary. He used to take notes of the heads of each lecture, and on returning to his lodging, translated into Latin those which had been given in English; he then carefully consulted and compared the opinions, both of the ancients and the moderns, on the subject of the lecture, to which he added such remarks upon each as his reading and reflection suggested. In his clinical studies he followed a similar plan j when any case occurred to fix his attention, he examined the various authorities which bore upon the point and formed a comparative result from their evidence and opinions. Many years afterwards he recommended this method to Dr. Lettsom, in a letter which concludes by enforcing "the careful perusal of Hippocrates, and also of Aretaeus and Celsus; one can never be too well acquainted with the knowledge contained in the first, nor with the elegant expressions of the last." These modes of study are not peculiar to Fothergill, but Perhaps we might have spoken more largely of his literary essays, which were numerous; in recording the generality of men, these would occupy us more fully, but in the life of Fothergill they form only a secondary consideration. The fame of authorship, and the accomplishments of the man of science, are consumed in the blaze of that exalted virtue which was not contented merely to discharge with indifference the decencies of life, nor even honourably to fulfil its duties, but sought, in every period of its career, to improve the condition of mankind, to befriend the weak, and to feed the hungry, and literally considered the fruits of its own labour as a treasure invested for the benefit of others.
In December 1780, he experienced a second attack of suppression of urine; two years previously it had been relieved, but no art could now remove it. The pain was very acute, his thirst was insatiable, but his mind was as serene as in his best days; he endeavoured even to assume the cheerfulness which was natural to him when in health. He expressed to a friend his hope but in degree to answer the end of his creation, by sacrificing interested considerations, and his own ease, to the good of his fellow-creatures." In a fortnight he breathed his last. More than seventy carriages followed his remains to the grave,? not filled with the careless attendants ori the great, who mourn in order to be visible, but with individuals whom he had contributed to render happy.
Dr. Hird has drawn, from affectionate intimacy, a personal sketch of this great man, which our readers will view with the gratification which attends a visit to the private apartment of the illustrious. The person of Dr. Fothergill was of a delicate, rather than of an extenuated make; his features were all character; his eye had a peculiar brilliancy of expression, yet it was not easy so to mark the leading trait as to disengage it from the united whole. The quantity of Rain fallen in July was 1 inch and 48.100ths.
